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Chronology

Events, People and Changes

Communication

Show their emerging knowledge and understanding of the past
by:

 To tell the difference between past and present in their own
and other people’s lives by using and making simple
comparisons to parts of stories, and features of events.

 Understand and use simple historical concepts such as
now/then and same/different.

 Recognising the distinction between past and present.
 Identifying some similarities and differences between their own
present and aspects of the past.
 Place a few events and objects in order by using common
phrases to show the passing of time (old, new/young, days and
months).

 Recognise that their own lives are different from the lives of
people in the past by describing some of the topics, events and
people that they have studied.
 Use simple stories and other sources to show that they know
and understand key features of events.

 To show what they know and understand about the past in
different ways (speaking, role-play, drawing and writing).
 Understand historical concepts and use them to make simple
connections and draw contrasts.

Show their developing knowledge and understanding of the past
by:
 Recognising the distinction between present and past in their
own and other people's lives.
 Identifying some similarities and differences between ways of
life in different periods.
 Know where some people and events fit into a chronological
framework by using common words and phrases about the
passing of time (before, after, a long time ago, past…).

Enquiry, Interpretation and Using Sources
 Use sources to answer simple questions about the past.

 Identify some of the basic ways the past can be represented.

 Ask and answer questions about the past through observing and handling a range of sources,
such as objects, pictures, people talking about their past, buildings, written sources.

 To begin to understand the reasons why people in the past acted as they did from a range of
sources (pictures, plays, films, written accounts, songs, museum displays, stories).
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Possible Cross-curricular links, especially opportunities for English, Mathematics and Computing within teaching:
English links



Mathematics links



Computing links



Other links



Writing opportunities in every session.

Art - Pictures/Paintings of the Great Fire of London

Possible Experiences including visits/visitors/other:
Consider what could augment your planning to really enthuse the children in your class:

Create a time capsule box from 1666 with pictures/ letters/ clues to the story of the Great Fire

Display/Resources:
Consider what resources could be brought into the classroom and what display work could be completed either before/during or after topic is taught:
Display a picture of the Great Fire. Children consider where it might be? How it started? How was the fire put out? When did it happen?

Session

Key Objective from
skills listed above
(What is it that you
want the children to
learn?)

Possible Activities including use of Computing and
other technologies, and showing at least 3
differentiations

Outcomes/Evidence of what they have
learnt
(Where will this be found? Will it be in a
book? Topic book? Display? Photographic
evidence?

Possible extension
into homework if
appropriate to
enhance and
deepen learning

1

Recognise the distinction
between past and present.

Introduce words past/ present. Explain that History is learning about
the past and how this is similar/different to how we live today.

Complete a comparison chart for London during the time of
the Great Fire and London today.
This could be done as a simple table for children to
complete on a Word document, or groups could work on
either ‘then’ or ‘now’ and create a collage on sugar paper.

Research what peoples’
clothing was like during the
Great Fire of London

Use Notebook file (Up to Page 8, which has comparison chart on it)
Use some everyday terms
about the passing of time
such as 'a long time ago' and
'before'.

Show the children a picture of central London today. Do you know
which city in England this is? Record children’s knowledge on IWB
slide of London at night.
Discuss map and locate London. Explain that in 1666 something
terrible happened in London. Display painting of the Great Fire of
London. What can you see in the picture? Explain people did not
have cameras or television to record what happened a long time
ago.

HA-Sentences
MA/LA- Labelled pictures
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How do you think the people in the painting might be feeling about
the fire? What would happen if they had a fire in their home?
Discuss with children in 1666 there were no fire engines and people
had to use buckets of water from the river. Describe what London
was like then

wooden houses, close together, so close you could lean
out of your window and shake your neighbour’s hand.



lots of horses, donkeys, goats in the street instead of cars.



there was no electricity- people had to use candles and oil
lamps.



there were no radiators or ovens, people had to cook using
fire. Often sparks would fly out onto straw which was laid
on the floor for warmth.

Watch clip of fire of London story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG-wA9U9dwQ
Display recording chart for London in the time of the Great Fire/
London today. Model completing the chart using pictures or
sentences.

2

Identify some similarities and
differences between their
own present and aspects of
the past
Use sources to answer
simple questions about the
past

Show children the clip about the Great Fire at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er3GKw8Z3R4
Give children images of Tudor houses and discuss questions on the
chart- complete as a class:
What are they made of?
What colours are they?
What are the windows like?
What are the doors like?
How many windows/doors can you see in this house?
Discuss with the children what it must have been like living in the
house. Ask children to think about how the house is different from
houses that people live in today.

Topic Book
Draw pictures of Tudor houses.
LA – Label (Use word bank)
MA/HA – answer questions.
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Explain to the children that the houses in London were very close
together which meant the fire spread really quickly. Amazingly not
many people were killed, only about 8 or 9. Most people had time to
clear their houses of the most important possessions and escape.

3

Retell some events from
beyond their living memory
which are significant
nationally or globally.

Retell simple stories or
events from the past

Get the children to discuss things they have already found out about
life in London at the time of the great fire- clothing and style of
houses.

Topic book

Tell children story of Great fire using ppt ‘great fire of London story.’
**Miss slide 8 which explains how the fire was stopped, as this will be
covered in lesson 5**

HA-Write accompanying sentences
MA/LA- Differentiate number of pictures.

All Groups: Sequence pictures showing the timeline of
events.

The fire started on 2nd September 1666 in a bakery in a place called
pudding lane. The owner of the bakery had not put the fire out when
baking bread. Once the bakery was on fire a strong wind blew flames
and sparks so that other buildings caught fire as well.

4

To begin to understand the
reasons why people in the
past acted as they did

Watch the ‘Magic Grandad Great Fire of London episode’.
Display sentences on IWB and ask children to discuss
Would any of these be things the people of London would say during
the Great Fire? Why/why not?
a)

quick let’s run down to the river to escape the fire
(possible)

b) Let’s call the fire brigade (impossible)
b)

Get everything onto a cart so that we can get it away from
London (possible)

c)

It’s only a small fire-nothing to worry about. (possible)

d)

The wind will put the fire out (impossible)

Topic book
All groups: Ask children to record ideas on speech bubbles
about what people may have said when the fire started.
HA- Extended sentence using ‘and’.
MA/LA- Differentiate activity by level of support.
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5

Use sources to answer
simple questions about the
past

Show painting of great fire.

Topic Book

Why do we use paintings to help us understand what the fire was
like? (There were no cameras in the past).

How do you think the fire was eventually stopped?

While looking at the photos ask children to give words to describe
how people would be feeling.
How would you feel seeing the fames get closer and closer?
Would you choose to fight the fire or run away?

HA/MA- paired discussion and record a final idea on a postit.
LA-Guided group discussion with adult.
Reveal Slide 8 on ‘Great Fire’ ppt, which shows:

Discuss how the people of London could put out the fire and the
problems this might cause.
a) use water from River Thames (had not rained for some time and a
long walk to river)
b) Pulling down houses to make a fire break-making it harder for fire
to jump between houses.
C Using Army- not until fire had been raging for a couple of days that
King ordered the army to help.

6

 To show what they know
and understand about the
past in different ways
(speaking, role-play,
drawing and writing).

Review
Discuss all the things that we have been learning about.
Children write a recount of what happened in 1666.

Topic Book

Include all the key facts.

MA/LA to use word banks include some common exception
words

HA – Use word bank – topic words.

Tell your family and
friends about the
Great Fire. Write 5
Key facts and draw a
picture.

